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N ' Since the ea.rly days of the Blanco admn_nlstratlon a joint

Uruguay cormittee of experts on water rights has been working on a solution

_ . %o the long-standing problem of jurisdiction over thelr 301nt mver bounda-—
' rles, the Rio de_la Plata and Rio Uruguay.

NS Y
rgentlne- —I -

o ' The first ste*: in reach:ma aoreements in thls field came on January 20,
.. 1961 when the Argentlne ambassador to Uruzuay, Gabriel DIL MAZO,
. Foreign Minister, Homero MARTINEZ Hontero, signed a declaration establishing
the’ exterior limits of the huge Rio de la Plata (see Despatch 658, February 3,
/" 1961). This declaration -was achieved in a spirit of friendship and has pro-

V:Lded a base llne for further Jurisdlctlona.l divisions.

and Ur'uguay‘ s

. Thls actlon was follo:cd on March 1 by the D\.claraulon of Fercedes whlch
was s;Lgned for Argentina by President Arturo FRONDIZI and' for Uruguay by

. President HAEDO (see Despatch 733, March 3, 1961).

This declaration was

signed on the occasion of the Argentine Fresident's visit to HMercedes to
" - participate in the celebirations commemorating the 150th anniversary of the
of Asencio). The agreem,nt merely reaffirmed that
 both countries should continue to strive in a spirit of true friendship to
. put ah end to the differences concerning the river boundaries whlch had been

- “UGrito de Asencio” (Cry

- S Lot ;

A ._\unresolved s:mce the format:\.oﬂ of ’cho two nations.

“On Aprll 7 in Ihontev:.deo Argentlne Foreign Inm_ster, Dr.. Dlogenes

L . 'TABOADA and Uruguey's MARTINEZ Montero signed the most important of these .
e 'documents to date, a treaty defining the RlO Uruguay boundary betwsen the
- two countries. ThlS eleven article treaty employs two distinct systems for

.. the-river principles.

Generally spseking

‘establishing jurisdiction over the river area, the talweg and the middle~of-

for the purposes of navigation

and water rights the division follows the pr:'.ncs.pa.l channel of navigation, -

.Jurlsdlctlon over the numerous islands and their inhabitants is generally
-determined by a line midway between the two banks of the river.
later confusion and possible disputes, all of the islands and their respec-

HTIu.tchell Jr/RSCoILllns.gm

’ ' t:.ve Jurlsdlctlons are named or J.dent,xfled 1n the treaty itself.
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IT' N Other prov181ons of the treaty assure the continued use of the river by ShlpS

- 1 of all nations and calls for joint Uruguay-Argentine responsibility for ‘the con-
servation, proper maintenance, and security of the river. Both countries are

"~ allowed 00 days to obtain the necessary ratification. (Four off1c1al Forelgn

i ,.JOfflce copies of the treaty, in Spanlsh are attached )

F L

The yroblem of the clear deflnltlon of Uruguay's river boundarles w1th
fArgentlna ‘has existed for over 130 years. In 1826 the Preliminary Peace .fgreement
;(Convenc1on Preliminar de Paz) between Argentina and Uruguay recognlzed the Uruguay
-River- as- the ‘border between the two countries. .The Arcentlne~bruguayan treaties
‘on free navigation of the Parani and Uruguay Rivers, in 1853, stated that the
:Uruguay River.was jointly owned by the two countries. In 1916 a treaty defining

~.That treaty used the talweg as the baSlS for defining the boundary

. Aprll 6 1937 a opec1al Comm1551on was establlshed to study the’ tltles to the
prooerty in the 1slands of the Uruguay River. The two principal flvures of thls

_ “Commission were Juan E. FIVEL Devoto, historian, and Rodolfo ONS“CA Mufioz.

‘ vﬁfInc1dentally, both of these men are mewbers of the Blanco party. The work of this

. _“Commission was very valuable preparatlon for ‘the draw1na up of Lhe present treaty
“?Q_ﬁon the Uruvuay Rlver boundary,_-

o The set lement of the Tiver boundary problem was made somethlng of a- personal
l:}'prOJer by the late leader.of the Herrerista faction; Dr. Luis Alberto’ HERRERA,
- .He 'specially selected Navy Lt. Homero MARTINZZ Montero as Minister of: Foreign

= Relations for the purpose of getting the problem resolved. He*is also an expert |

{;,;on the river boundary question ard is the author of a book entitled "Zl Rio Uruguay.
,'?'Geograflca ‘historis y geopolitica." To him and. Prof. Pivel Devoto: are ascrlbed

.. the main- credlt for reaching the settlement incorporated in the treaty signed

‘, j¢Apr11 7.. The Blancos have halled this treaty as one of the major accomplishments

v :-of ‘their two year administration and the opposition parties have criticized only

'N;the fac» that the Blancos are rece1vxn0 the credit for se tllng thls p”oblem.

W1th thls magor portlon of the river boundary questlon seutled the 1onn rumoxed
gr651onatlon of Foreign Minister MARTINEZ Montero and his subsequent appolnbnent as

R Ambassador to. Argentlna may soon take place however, no offlclal statemento have
'*as yet been 1ssued.

o For the Charge d'Aflaares ad 1nter1m.
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sthe River Uruguay boundary--the Brum Moreno treaty--was signed: but wes: not ratlfled.'
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